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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-319
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: April 25, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, R, LUZ
Date of Analysis: April 27, 2017
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 745 - Addressing and Street Naming Regulations – to provide that the City Council may, upon receiving an appeal of a decision of the 911 Emergency Addressing Advisory Committee , either grant or deny the appeal or remand it back to the 911Committee with specific written instructions for further action. It adds a provision that in determining whether to grant or deny the appeal, the Council shall consider whether a property owner will agree to execute a Release of Liability and Waiver acknowledging that the property owner’s address is considered an out-of-sequence address that may hinder law enforcement, EMS and fire service personnel from accurately and promptly locating the property in the event of an emergency. The Release of Liability and Waiver shall be personal to the appellant/owner and shall not run with the land. If the property or a business located thereon is sold or transferred, the property’s address shall be automatically changed as previously recommended by the 911 Addressing Committee, the new owner/transferee shall be notified of the new address, and there shall be no right to contest the address change at that point.
Background Information: The Council has heard several appeals of rulings by the 911 Emergency Addressing Committee in the past several years where property owners have opposed changing addresses to meet the requirements of the Code in cases where odd- or even-numbered address assignments are determined to be on the wrong side of the street or out of a logical numerical sequence. In two recent instances the property owners have offered to sign releases of liability if the City would permit them to keep their current addresses, provided they changed to the new address upon sale or transfer of the property. Currently the Code provides that Council may take one of two actions on appeals from a ruling of the 911 Addressing Committee – affirm the committee’s decision or remand the issue back to the committee for further consideration. This bill provides for three options – grant the appeal (allow the non-conforming address to remain), deny the appeal (apply the new address as recommended by the committee), or remand the appeal to the committee with specific written instructions for reconsidering the appeal. It also provides that the Council may consider the willingness of the appellant to sign a Release of Liability and Waiver in deciding how to rule on the appeal.
Policy Impact Area: 911 Emergency Addressing Advisory Committee appeals process
Fiscal Impact: None to City; appellants (particularly businesses) have objected to the required change of address because of the cost of purchasing new stationery, business cards, signs, notifying customers, financial institutions, vendors, etc. However, the criteria set forth in Chapter 745, Ordinance Code, does not require the 911 Addressing Committee to consider any speculative financial costs.
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